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Character Questionnaire

What makes a good character?

It isn’t knowing if they like vanilla or chocolate ice cream, or any of those other random facts some character questionnaires ask you to fill out.

It’s about knowing the essence of who someone is: their fears, longings, hopes and needs.

That’s what we want this questionnaire to help you discover. 

This is a pretty comprehensive character questionnaire, which means not every question is applicable for every character in your story. If you don’t find a question helpful, feel free to skip it. If your character isn’t a protagonist or major character, feel free to skip entire sections of this questionnaire! Use what helps and disregard what doesn’t.

(Note: To avoid utilizing awkward “his/her” or “they” constructions, we decided to use the masculine pronoun for the whole questionnaire. Apologies to any and all offended parties.)
 








Essence of Character
 
What is your character’s personality as described by five key words?
This is your starting point for your character. Over the course of this section, your character may change from this initial impression, but it’s important to set a foundation. 

What Myers-Briggs personality type best describes your character’s personality?
Now, we know some of you hate confining your character into a personality box, so don’t think of this as an ending point as much as a starting point (that’s why there are a bunch of other questions in this section). What personality type best describes your character?
 
How does your character deal with different trials in his life?  What does he do when he encounters opposition?  How does he handle tragedy and suffering?
Few things shape us like trials do. Just take a look at James 1 as evidence of this. We can often put on fronts and facades, but suffering reveals who someone truly is. What does hardship reveal about your character?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Briefly list how your character displays the following moods: anger, joy, sadness, fear, disgust.
Yes, we’re taking a page out of Inside Out’s book here. But different people express their moods in different ways. Some are very expressive about their feelings, some hide them. Some express some feelings a lot while hiding others. And everyone expresses or hides their feelings in different ways. How does your character display their moods?

What heroes does your character look up to as models to emulate? Who does your character hope to become?
The people we look up to shape our moral development. Who does your character want to become? How close does your character believe he is to that ideal?

What does your character fear more than anything? How far would he go to avoid this?
It may be a bit depressing to consider, but few things shape us as much as our fears do. I’m not talking about a fear of spiders or a fear of heights here. I’m talking about fearing helplessness, ridicule, or the loss of a relationship. What fears control your character, and what lengths will he cross to avoid these fears?

What moral problems does your character struggle with?
Everyone has sin patterns in their lives. Some of these sin patterns will be resolved over the course of the story; some won’t. Think about what lies your character tells about themselves and where their flaws lie.  

How will your character morally change over the course of the story?
In most stories, at least your protagonist should be undergoing moral changes over the course of the story--for better or for worse. What changes will your character make and what will move him toward this change?
 
What is your character’s personality, as described in one paragraph? 
Build off of everything else you have already written down to create a summary of the essence of your character’s personality. Feel free to make it a long paragraph if you have to, but try to cut things down as much as possible. The idea is to shave off the excess information to the crucial aspects of who your character is.
 
Now boil down that paragraph into one sentence: In one sentence, who is your character?
This will now become your guiding principle when writing this character. Write a sentence that, as much as possible, represents the core of who your character is.










Significance & Role in Story
 
What roles does your character serve in the overall plot of the story?
Main character?  Protagonist?  Antagonist?  Main villain?  Supporting character?  Villain?  Ally?
 
What does this character do to drive the overall plot of the story?
Does the character influence it at all? Even if they’re not the most important character in the story, they probably should.
 
What is this character’s goal over the course of this story?  What primarily drives him?
Think specifically about your character’s plot goal. Your character may have personal improvement goals as well, but each character should have a plot-based goal as well as a theme-based goal.

 

Beliefs & Values
 
What does your character believe about metaphysics?
That is, what does he believe about the nature of reality, the existence of God, and the fate of souls after death?  How does he act based on these beliefs?
 
What does your character believe about epistemology?
That is, how does your character try to learn?  Does he learn at all?  What is he currently trying to learn, if anything?  How does he act based on these beliefs?
 
What does your character believe about axiology?
That is, what does your character believe is right and wrong?  What values does he hold to be the most important?  How does he act based on these beliefs?
 
What religion does your character believe?  What religion does your character externally subscribe to?
Not everyone believes in the religion they externally subscribe to.

 
History & Family
 
What’s your character’s family like?  How do they influence his decisions?
What kind of family did he grow up in?  How many siblings does he have, and what’s his relationship like with them?
 
What’s the educational/professional background of your character?  What’s his current occupation?
Most people have to work for a living after all--and a lot of people subconsciously find a lot of their identity in their work. Consider how your character’s occupation affects who they are.
 
What’s the history of your character?  What’s been his general life story up till this point?
Make sure you include your character’s ghost (the past event that haunts him and tempts him toward a wrong Experiment in Living). How does your character’s past affect who he is today?
 

Character Relationships
 
What’s your character’s relationship like with the other characters in this story?
Go through each of the characters in the story that this character will have significant interactions with and explain what their relationship is like, how they interact, and how comfortable your character is with the other character. 
 
How does your character generally fit in and interact with members of his society or culture?
Where does he fit into the rest of the culture, and how does he adjust to it?
 



Physical Appearance & Quirks
 
What does your character look like?
Provide us with a full in-depth description of the physical appearance of your character: how is he built?  How is his face shaped?  What are the first things that someone notices about their appearance?  Give us a full description of what your character looks like.
 
How does your character dress?
Does he tend to carry anything with him?
 
How does your character speak?
Giving each character a distinctive voice and manner of speaking can be critical to distinguishing characters for the reader.  How casually or professionally does he tend to speak?  What speech quirks might he have?  Does he speak directly or eloquently?  Quickly or slowly?  Most people have different ways of speaking: discover what your character’s way is.

Does your character have any body language quirks?
For example: does he have a stutter or a lisp? Does he naturally slouch? Does he have trouble sitting still?
 
What personality or life quirks does your character have?
Here’s the place where all of you who love creating quirky characters can dump all those quirks into one place. Does he have any odd habits (most people do)? What topics do you always find him talking about? What makes him different from other people around him?
 





Outward Appearance
 
If a stranger meets your character for the first time, how would he describe him afterward?
First impressions are hard to shake, and they aren’t always a correct representation of someone. However, it’s important to understand these impressions in order to write about a character.

If someone has been a co-worker with your character for a while, how would he describe him in the workplace?
Often, people have different sides to them, and reveal some sides in work contexts, some sides in family contexts, and some sides in other contexts. Sometimes, you need to work with someone to really get to know them.

If someone has been a friend of your character for years, how would he describe him as a friend?
When your character begins opening up to people, what do people begin to see about that character? What do they know that most people don’t know about them? How does your character treat them?
 
If someone is married to your character, how would she describe him in ways that no one else would?
Think about the things that no one else would know about your character unless they had a deep relationship with him. What secrets does your character hold tightly to?

If God were to look at your character, how would He describe him in ways that no one else would?
There are some things that only God and a person know about themselves. This can be difficult to determine at times, but really strikes at the core of who someone is, so think through this carefully. Keep in mind the deceitfulness of the human heart. Sometimes, there are things that your character won’t even know about himself and only God will know.




Assorted Notes
 
Use this space to fill in any other important details about your character.
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